PRIMITIVE FORMATIONS.

ieare, having been observed only in Saxony, where it
constitutes a mountain. There it rests on gneiss, and
is covered by clay-slate. It is composed of three in-
gredients ; namely, Jine granular quartz, schorl, in
thin grismatic distinct concretions, and topax almost
massi$4. These are arranged in thin layers, and these
again into roundish and granular distinct concretions, so
that the rock is slaty granular. The intervals between
these concretions are filled up with a yellowish or green-
ish coloured lithomarge.

11.    Gypsum.

Gypsum was formerly believed to be peculiar to tire
floetz formations ; but an immense bed of it has lately
been discovered in Switzerland in mica-slate. This
primitive gypsum is characterised by containing mica
and clay slate *.

12.    Primitive Flint-Slate.

This rock consists essentially of the mineral descri-
bed in the last Chapter, under the name of Jlinl-slate.
It is often traversed by veins of quartz. There are two
formations of it; namely, the frimithc9 which occurs in
beds in clay-slate, and another which belongs to the
transition formations.

HAVING now described the eight formations which
are subordinate to gneiss, mica, and clay-slates, let us
proceed to the remaining primitive formations, which

* It was first observed by Freisleben at the bottom of St GotharcL
D'Aubuisscm observed a bed of it in mica-slate in a mountain between
the valley of Cogne and Fenis in the High Alps. Jour* de P!$$. kv. 40;,